The Effects of Background Factors on Children\u27s Educational Attainment across Varying Racial Groups by DeSerf, \u2702, Megan & Seeborg, Faculty Advisor, Michael
Illinois Wesleyan University
Digital Commons @ IWU
John Wesley Powell Student Research
Conference 2002, 13th Annual JWP Conference
Apr 21st, 1:15 PM - 2:15 PM
The Effects of Background Factors on Children's




Michael Seeborg, Faculty Advisor
Illinois Wesleyan University
Follow this and additional works at: http://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/jwprc
This Event is brought to you for free and open access by The Ames Library, the Andrew W. Mellon Center for Curricular and Faculty
Development, the Office of the Provost and the Office of the President. It has been accepted for inclusion in Digital Commons @ IWU by
the faculty at Illinois Wesleyan University. For more information, please contact digitalcommons@iwu.edu.
©Copyright is owned by the author of this document.
Megan DeSerf, '02 and Michael Seeborg, Faculty Advisor, "The Effects of Background Factors on Children's Educational
Attainment across Varying Racial Groups" (April 21, 2002). John Wesley Powell Student Research Conference. Paper 23.
http://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/jwprc/2002/posters3/23
THE JOHN WESLEY POWEll STUDENT RESEARCH CONFERENCE " APRIL 2002 
Poster Presentation P8 
THE EFFECTS OF BACKGROUND FACTORS ON CHILDREN'S 
EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT ACROSS VARYING RACIAL GROUPS 
Megan De Serf and Michael Seeborg* 
Department of Economics, illinois Wesleyan University 
This paper uses data from the National Longitudinal Survey of Youth (NLSY) to 
examine how background and familial factors affect children's educational attainment. 
Special attention is paid to the existence of educational gaps among children of varying 
racial groups and the impact of the background variables on each specific race. Multiple 
regression models are used to show how income, family size, female-headed households, 
and mothers' educational attainment affect children's educational attainment for each of 
the three racial groups. The results suggest that the background variables play a larger 
role in the educational attainment of white respondents than they do in the educational 
attainment of black or Hispanic respondents. Interestingly, this result, and other results 
reported in the study, does not support the hypothesis that these background variables 
have a greater impact on minorities' educational attainment than those of their white 
counterparts. 
